
1. Where is the initial funding for this school coming from? For the 2018-19 school year, our 
school is in the planning year and are receiving funding from grants. For the 2018-19 school 
year, our public school is in the planning year and is receiving funding grants from the 
State of California (Department of Education) and from the Walton Foundation. 
 
2.   Who are the investors and how are they benefiting from this project and our community? 
GANAS Academy is a public charter school authorized by LAUSD and will be receive 
funding based on student enrollment and average daily attendance. We have no investors 
in our school, just families who are choosing to trust us with their most precious resource – 
their kids. We are starting GANAS to give more kids in our neighborhood a pathway to 
college and career, and to provide another school option for families whose kids who learn 
differently in Carson.  
 
3.   What is the outcome if the school does not perform as expected? Will investors pull funding 
out?  GANAS Academy is a public school authorized by LAUSD for 5 years under the state 
laws. As such we receive oversight from LAUSD to ensure that our school operates in 
compliance with all applicable laws and terms of our charter, in addition, we fully expect 
parents to make a decision about their kid’s educational future based on our outcomes.  
 
4.   Where do all students go if this project or experiment is not successful? This project has no 
data to prove that it will work. GANAS Academy is committed to serving all our students 
and families and we will work with LAUSD to ensure that we are consistently operating in 
compliance with all applicable laws and terms of our charter. To be authorized at LAUSD, 
we went through a rigorous process of authorization, during which staff analyzed our 
educational programming, finance plans, and board/ED preparedness in great depth. We 
expect to work with LAUSD to ensure we’re operating in compliance with the laws and 
terms of our charter, and we will go before the board in five years to renew our charter. 
We intend for GANAS to be around and serving students from our community for a long 
time into the future. 
 
5.   If this project fails, will the students return to their public schools?  GANAS Academy is 
committed to serving all our students and families and we will work with LAUSD to ensure 
that we are consistently operating in compliance with all applicable laws and terms of our 
charter. All students who enroll at GANAS and other charter public schools do so because 
their families choose these schools. 
  
The neighborhood -public schools will always be open to every child regardless of their needs or back 
ground. 
 



6.   What support services do you offer to students with IEPs (Special Education Students), 
students with a 504 plan, students with medical needs, students with socio-emotional problems, 
homeless students, and every child from this community? We are a public school and serve all 
students. We are required by law and will be in full compliance with our students’ IEP’s 
and ensure that our students are provided the services they need to be successful in our 
school. We invite all students into our school and will provide services to all just as other 
public schools do the same.  
 
7.   How many new-comer students does THE Charter System serve? How is GANAS prepared to 
service English Language Learners and Newcomers?  GANAS Academy opens in Fall 2019 
and therefore does not serve any students currently. We will serve all students and ensure 
that our EL students have the right supports to be successful in our school.  
 
8.   How will this new project support the English Learners and new-comer population? We will 
serve all students and have a process that has been approved by LAUSD to ensure that our 
EL students have the right supports to be successful in our school.  
 
9.   Please tell me why a Charter School sends back students who need additional services? 
GANAS Academy is a school designed to meet the needs of all learners - regardless of 
socioeconomic level, home language, ethnicity, or school readiness. We strongly believe that 
socioeconomic status or demographic profile do not determine a student’s ability to learn 
and succeed, nor should this information affect the quality of education a child should 
receive. Therefore, our educational program is built to address the unique needs of our 
entire community of learners. GANAS Academy will not “send back” students who need 
additional services.  
 
10. What is the process to admit students to GANAS?  The process is an “enrollment” process 
just like all public schools, not an “admission process”. To enroll at our school a family will 
submit an enrollment form, provide immunization records and a birth certificate. 
(https://www.ganasacademy.org/enroll) 
 
11. What kinds of questions are asked in the application?  As mentioned above, there is an 
enrollment process just like other public schools- there is no application.  To enroll at our 
school a family will submit an enrollment form, provide immunization records and a birth 
certificate. (https://www.ganasacademy.org/enroll) 
 
12. What criteria does a student have to meet to get accepted into that program? To enroll at our 
school a family will submit an enrollment form, provide immunization records and a birth 
certificate. (https://www.ganasacademy.org/enroll) 
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13. What is the criteria that will be used to admit students in your new project? To enroll at our 
school a family will submit an enrollment form, provide immunization records and a birth 
certificate. (https://www.ganasacademy.org/enroll) 
 
14. Do you accept students with special needs? GANAS Academy is a school designed to meet 
the needs of all learners - regardless of their special needs, socio-economic level, home 
language, ethnicity, or school readiness. We strongly believe that socioeconomic status or 
demographic profile do not determine a student’s ability to learn and succeed, nor should 
this information affect the quality of education a child should receive. Therefore, our 
educational program is built to address the unique needs of our entire community of 
learners.  
 
15. What happens to the students who don't make it? We are a public school committed to 
ensuring all our students are successful. We will work with parents and staff to ensure all 
our students’ needs are being met so that they can thrive at our school.  
  
AGAIN, public education and community schools will always welcome every child   ( Not sure what 
these questions are asking or how to address them)   ( GANAS Academy will open in Fall 2019 as such 
we do not have any data on our school performance and questions 13-17 do not appear to apply to our 
school.) 
  
If graduation data presented in below 80%, ask 
13. Where did you get that data from? 
14. What year is that data from? 
15. Are you looking at school data? District data? CA state data? National Data? 
16. What is the graduation data from neighborhood public schools who give the opportunity to 
EVERY student, not only selected students? 
17. How can you compare the data of a school who selects their population and dismisses 
students who are not performing to the schools who support every child? 
 
18. Public schools require that every teacher has a CA teaching credential.  
 
19. Do all your teachers have teaching credentials? Yes, all our teachers will be compliant 
with the standards put forth by the CA Department of Education.  
 
20. Do your teachers belong to a UNION? We currently do not have plans to join a union - 
however, in the future, our schools are free to decide on unionization as a community.  
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21. What level of experience do your teachers and administrators have?  We are currently 
hiring staff for the 2019-20 school year and will ensure that all our staff are properly 
authorized to work in CA public schools and are aligned with the mission and vision of our 
school.  
 
 
Does GANAS offer activities similar to Public comprehensive schools? 
 
22. How many students are enrolled at GANAS now? How many per grade level? We are 
currently enrolling students for the 2019-20 school year.  
 
23. How many students are you trying to lure to the new charter school?  We are a public 
school. All students who enroll at GANAS do so because their families choose our school. 
GANAS Academy seeks to provide families with an option to attend a TK-5 charter school 
focused on college preparation and character development. We are committed to building a 
world-class school where all scholars have the opportunity to thrive in college and life. 
GANAS scholars will positively impact their community as a result of rigorous academics, 
character development, and community engagement. Our focus is on student success.  
 
24. You are telling the community that you are supporting them, how can you approach the 
recruitment of students without attacking the public schools, the teachers, current students, 
parents, and community?  GANAS Academy is a public charter school. We strive to be an 
option for families and will work together with the community to serve families and 
students.  
 
25. If you are bringing something new to the community, there is no need to misinform parents 
and divide the community. What do you offer that is new and will be an asset to the community?  
Some of the innovative aspects of our program:  
 

● The slow growth model of growing one-grade level each year: Our model of growing 
just one grade level per year after launching with TK/Kindergarten and first grade 
will prove to be a tremendous boost to our ability to develop capacity over time and 
make improvements and refinements to our program based on data. Our small 
school environment with small class sizes will help foster a child-centered approach 
to learning in which children form meaningful relationships with several adults and 
receive individualized instruction and attention.  

● Mindfulness in the Classroom: During morning meeting and after lunch, our 
scholars will engage in Mindfulness.  Research has shown that mindfulness can 



reduce levels of stress and anxiety, increase focus and academic performance, and 
improve self-regulation and sleep.  

● Choice Time: We will dedicate 45 minutes per day, four days per week, to Choice 
Time. Choice Time will be a dedicated time in our schedule that focuses on play. 
During Choice Time, scholars will choose among stations dedicated to sensory 
materials (clay, play dough), building materials (Legos, tinker toys), dramatic play, 
art, reading, creative writing, and board games. Choice time will give our scholars a 
chance to demonstrate greater self-advocacy, conflict resolution, problem-solving, 
and communication skills. It will also give our English language learners another 
opportunity to practice their listening and oral skill thus helping them to acquire 
vocabulary more rapidly.  

● Field Studies: We believe in the development of the whole child. Part of this 
development will include field-based experiences, or field studies, that will give 
scholars an opportunity to connect curriculum to contemporary problems outside of 
their classroom. Field studies will include field trips (outside of the building), 
assemblies (inside of the building), college visits, and team building outings. 
 

26.    Negative propaganda will not be permitted in our community. Education is a civil right and 
students should not be used for private gain. GANAS Academy is built on the mission that 
Education is a civil right and no child shall be denied a world class public education 
because of their demographics. GANAS Academy is committed to building a school that 
will provide a world-class public education choice to students and families in our 
community for no “private gain.” 
  
 


